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ABSTRACT

AUTHOR: LTC David W. Marlin

TITLE: History of the 4th Battalion, 37th Armored Regiment,
in Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm

FORMAT: Individual Study Project
DATE: 15 April 1992 PAGES: 826 CLASSIFICATION: Unclassified

The 4th Battalion, 37th Armor, distinguished itself during
Desert Shield/Desert Storm. The 37th Armored Regiment's last
combat experience was in World War II under the leadership of LTC
Creighton W. Abrams III. The battalion's high level of training
and combat readiness, quality of personnel and leadership, and
modernized equipment, prior to the invasion of Kuwait by Irag on 2
-August 1990, made it a prime choice for duty in Southwest Asia.

The battalion began preparing for deployment and combat on 3
August. A gradual escalation of combat preparedness ensued up to
8 November, when the division's formal deployment notification was
announced by President Bush. The intensity and sense of urgency
from 9 November 1990 to 8 January 1991 affected every aspect of the

- battalion's combat operating systems and family support operations.

The battalion built combat power in port facilities at Ad
Dammam in Saudi Arabia and in a forward tactical assembly area near
the Iraqg border from 9 January to 17 February 1991. Detailed
‘rehearsals were executed for a deliberate breaching operation
against fortified Iraqi positions. Planned combat operations began
on 19 February and continued until G+3 days on 28 February.

e In one hundred hours of continuous combat, the battalion
executed a deliberate breach of Iragi defenses, executed an
exploitation through Iragi Republican Guard Army units, and cut the
path of retreat of Iraqgi Army units. The battalion destroyed over
sixty tanks, fifty armored personnel carriers, thirty artillery
guns, and captured over one thousand prisoners.

At safwan, Iraq, the battalion assisted in securing and
hosting the peace negotiations. Stability operations on the line
of demarcation continued from 4 March to 20 March. The battalion

" continued to destroy enemy equipment and supplies. After being
relieved at Safwan, the battalion became part of the VII Corps
reserve.

The battalion returned to the Port of Ad Dammam on 28 April

and redeployed for the United States on 12 May 1991. The
battalion's homecoming was a major success.
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CHAPTER 10
G-DAY + 2 DAYS

26 FEBRUARY 1991

Preparing to Move North

We started repositioning the battalion from PL New Jersey
to PL Colorado about 0300 hours. In my estimation, considering
the night move with the weather, it would take us two hours to
get organized. At the same time, we had to be careful we were
not leaving our fear exposed to the enemy. The companies
withdrew from PL New Jersey one at a time, turned and faced
west, and pulled into the staging area. It was a trickier
operation than it seemed on the map. The brigade OPORD had us
crisscrossing with TF 3-37 in order for us to be on their south
flank when we started our move. I was very uncomfortable about
the whole operation. We could never have achieved this move
without the GPS. I kept the Command Group with the TOC for the
rest of the night. Like my soldiers, I tried to get about one
hour of sleep. We had now gone three consecutive days with
little or no sleep. We had been wearing our protective
overgarments for three days. Most of us looked blackish from
the charcoal on our faces and hands.

At 0300 hours, the fog started to build and there was a
light drizzle of rain. I was actually thankful it was cool
because of our chemical suits and flak jackets. The rain also
helped to keep the tank engines from overheating, kept the dust

down, and prevented air filtration problems.
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As the reports starting coming in on the companies' status,
I could hear vehicles moving throughout the area. TF 3-37 would
be moving simultaneously. Most of the commanders reported
REDCON 1 and were moving. I mounted my tank, but the tank would
not start. I grabbed my map, GPS, protective mask, LBE, and
Kelvar and jumped into my HMMWV. I put CPT Paluso in the back
of the vehicle, and pulled it up to the line of vehicles getting
ready to move with the TOC. I needed to stay on the radio. I
tried to walk back to the tank once to see if I could help in
getting it started. It was only one hundred and fifty meters

away, but I could not find it. It was just too dark.
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Statement from CPT Torrence, ¢ ¢Co Commander,
describing his company's attack to the north on 26
February 1991:

We woke up at 0400 hours on 26 February with an
SP at 0500. At SP time, C66 would not start, €31 had
thrown track, and C21 was lost. It was extremely dark
and it took us almost fifteen additional minutes to
sort things out. Finally, we moved off with C34
leading and I rode in Cl4 (my designated jump tank).
C31, C66, and the 1SG were left in place and joined up
at the staging area. We moved in a column with 3rd,
2nd, and 1st Plts. Using the Magellan GPS, we linked
up at the staging area in time to see A65 burning.

At 1108 hours, we moved from the staging area in

a line formation and concluded an uneventful seventy

kilometer march through dust storms, fog, and stop-

and-go traffic. We refuelled our rear tanks only
during a hurried operation. We then moved forward to

what was supposed to be our objective. It ended up

being a staging area from which to continue the

attack. At this time, we still had all fourteen tanks
operational. Cl13 and C65 had lost their Thermal

Integrated Sight (TIS) and were going to move to the

center of the wedge for the continuation of the

attack.

We moved out to the link-up points to form up with TF 3-37
and the rest of the brigade. CSM Stockton went to check out my
tank. This guy was a hero. We moved about two to three MPH in
the dark. I did not want to lose anyone. Daylight broke
gradually. We haltéd and the entire unit was ready to start the
move west and then north. We were delayed. COL Moreno told us
to stand by. The information I had on our friendly and enemy
situation was slim. Everything was an audible from the line of
scrimmage from this point forward. There was no clear-cut enemy

situation.
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Changing Attachments

The sun came up, but I still could not see anything. There
was too much fog. We had about fifty meters of visibility. I
was instructed to release CPT Steffan, with A Co, 9th Engr Bn,
to TF 2-16. About 0900 hours, a very fatigued CPT Clarence D.
Turner, Commander of B Co, 1lst Engr Bn showed up. The change
effectively gave us an Engineer Company with all track vehicles
with Aces, and put the Wheel Engineer Company with TF 2-16, to
stay at the breach site and execute mop-up operations.

I also received instructions to switch the ADA Plts. MAJ
Cook personally delivered our old ADA Plt to TF 2-16. The ADA
Plt from TF 2-16 was lost and had not linked up with us. We
learned a long time ago the necessity of having positive adult
supervision when swapping units back and forth on the move.

My tank and crew linked back up with me. CSM Stockton
pulled out my tank's fuel nozzle and cleaned it off. With an
M1Al, I would not have had to worry about this. He also did
something we are not supposed to do at our level of maintenance.
This type of effort was becoming our way of life in the area of
maintenance and parts.

CPT Beals called me at 0900 hours and reported he had a
tank on fire. I could not see it. I went to the TOC and gave
a few instructions on the move and then set out on foot in the
direction of A Co. I found CPT Beals and LT McBroom with his
entire crew standing by CPT Beals' HMMWV. They were watching
A65 burn. The turret was turned to the side to place the

ammunition away from the back deck. I saw no fire, only smoke.
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After talking with them briefly, I was dissatisfied with their
haste at abandoning the tank. I climbed onto the tank and made
an inspection of the extent of the fire. The fire was down in
the bottom of the engine compartment. I gave orders to get
portable fire extinguishers and a daisy chain of men to start
unloading the ammunition. I was upset because the crew was more
than willing to just stand on the sidelines and watch a three
million dollar tank cook. After about thirty minutes of frantic
movement, the tank fire was out and the tank was still

repairable. I went back to other business.

Sniper Fire
At M88 from TF 3-37 stopped by my position. He was fired

at by an AK-47 to our rear. I sent a platoon from D Co back to
eliminate him. They did not find the enemy soldier, but they
did discover another bunker complex with the mortar we suspected
was firing at us all night. They destroyed the mortar, a
motorcycle, and some weapons. They reported the grid to TF 2-16
for them to mop-up later. LTC Hawkins came by and thanked us.
He seemed to think the sniper was shooting at him and he was
convinced we saved his life. He could be right.

Statement by LT Leonard, D Co Executive Officer,

describing the search for an enemy sniper on 26

February 1991:

We were up all morning trans-loading 900 series
ammunition in a light rain starting to fall the night
before. With about one or two hours of sleep per man,
we prepared for the 0500 hours SP. At 0415 hours, all
the vehicles hung green chemlites from their tow

pintles below the grills. By 0430 hours, the company
collapsed onto the CP. At 0445 hours, we set off to
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hit the SP. I did not understand why we were headed
west to attack the Republican Guards. I thought they
were northeast of us. Later, we turned north, and
finally wheeled back east into the rising sun.

During the hours of darkness, one of the C Co
platoons mistakenly went the wrong way. Approximately
0510 hours, the C Co Commander began to frantically
fill the battalion command net with calls for his lost
platoon. We informed him we had not taken them with
us as he believed. They did stumble across us later,
and at the first available opportunity, we returned
the platoon to then.

Then the 1st Engr Bn panicked. They thought they
had a fanatical sniper shooting at them. We thought
they were over-reacting, but dispatched 1st Plt with
D65 (and myself) to check it out. We put the grid for
the suspected sniper into the Magellan GPS and
followed it. We arrived on top of a hill with an old
enemy position. There were burned out trucks and ADA
weapons littered around the crest. There were bunkers
built into sides also. The four of.us (D65, D11, Di2,
D14) drove back and forth a couple of times. D11
thought he saw dismounts and got ready to shoot at
them. They turned out to be British soldiers. Later,
D12 found a motorcycle and he shot it up just for good
measure. An intact mortar was located by Dl4. I
decided not to shoot it because the Engineer Bn was
only five hundred meters beyond it and in the line of
fire. We found entirely too many bunkers for a tank
battalion to clear. We suggested to battalion the
need for some infantry to dismount and clear the
location.

After two hours of searching, we convinced LTC

Marlin to let us return to the company. We then
participated in the battalion movement eastward.
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Press the Attack

We received the order to move at 1100 hours. I had the
battalion in a box formation. C and B Cos were in the lead,
abreast, platoons in column. A and D Cos trailed and the

Command Group was centered behind C and D Cos. The Scout Plt
was staying about one to two kilometers to our front and abreast
of the TF 3-37 Scout Plt. Over the next one hundred kilometers,
we were on the outside of a large turning movement going west
and then northeast. We would guide on TF 3-37, as they had the
inside track. I talked constantly with LTC Gross over the
brigade command net. This was a real team effort.

As we took off, we approached the VII Corps MSR and
thousands of CSS vehicles moving north. We approached them
perpendicular to their movement. We passed through them at the
blink of an eye and maintained formation. It was a truly
beautiful maneuver. 1 was really proud of the soldiers. Then
we did it again and again. Several times during the move, we
hit large unit formations. We passed them without a second
thought and regained our formation. It was a powerful statement
as to our maneuverability. We caught up with the entire VII
Corps combat units and were back into the fight. Nothing could
stop us. We were not allowed to make a single maintenance stop

for the first seventy-five kilometers.
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Statement by LT Ward, the Scout Plt Leader, describing
his platoon leading the battalion to the northeast on
26 February 1991:

On the morning of 26 February, the platoon got up
at 0400 hours after a couple of hours of sleep. We
were prepared for movement and departed out of our
position at 0430 hours. We moved out of the battalion
area and to our link-up point with the TF 3-37 Scout
Plt. We arrived at the staging area at 0530 hours,
and at 0600 hours the TF 3-37 Scout Plt showed up. We
were not able to exchange very much information since
the waypoints and graphics for the operation changed
after our movement out of the battalion area.

After the battalion closed on the staging area,
I moved to the TOC track and received the new graphic
changes and grid locations. I moved back to the
platoon and provided the Track Commanders with the
changes.

At approximately 1100 hours, we moved out and
linked up with the TF 3-37 Scout Plt. We received
orders to move on line with their Scout Plt and I soon

found myself doing the "Bradley Blitz." Their Scout
Plt believed in doing things without caution and
moving as fast as possible between two points. We

quickly moved across PL New Jersey, PL Omaha, and PL
St. Louis. About 1445 hours, we were set on PL Cheb.
We set up a hasty screen and immediately received word
to move to the TOC's location.

After arriving near the TOC, I got about an hour
to do some quick maintenance. Soon after, LTC Marlin
walked up and handed me a piece of paper and said to
move to this grid and set up a battalion AA. I said,

"Roger, out," and the platoon immediately began
moving. I worked up some gquick grid locations for
company boundaries on the way and used a chemical
light system for marking the boundaries. Upon

arriving, I put out a quick plan for guiding the
battalion in, and moved out to mark the boundaries.

I soon found the Magellan GPS was unable to
locate satellites after 1800 hours. I reverted to the
compass and odometer. As we finished putting out the
last of the chemlites, I heard the battalion had
reached our area. LTC Marlin came across the net and
told us to simply prepare for refuel and continuation
operations. I knew at then either our military was
routing their's, or we were into a heavy fight to
finish.
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We waited for several hours for the fuel trucks

and suffered through LTC Marlin's grief on the net

when he asked for fuel. Finally, the fuel arrived and

we were quickly refueled and back out in front of the

battalion.
Refuel

When we reached our first objective, we halted for fuel.
COL Moreno was pressing us to move faster. His sense of urgency
caused me to believe a partial refuel was sufficient. I thought
we were going only another twenty-five kilometers to the next
objective on my map and he wanted us there before dark. I
kicked the Scout Plt out with no refuel as an advance party to
the next objective. The time was 1600 hours.

We moved the next twenty-five kiloﬁeters in the dark. The
fuelers began trans-loading the remaining fuel into one or two
tankers, and the empty ones went to a refuel point and returned.
The trans-loading of fuel took longer than anyone expected. As
we were moved to the next objective, I broke away from the
battalion and reported to COL Moreno. At the brigade TOC, COL
Moreno said we would continue to push forward in three hours.
I hurried back to the battalion.

Time was wasting. The HEMMTs were still trans-loading fuel
at the last stop. Our tanks had only a little fuel, not enough
to continue. I was desperate over the next three hours. I was
constantly questioning MAJ Garrity, CSM Stockton, and CPT Hall
for answers and results on the fuel trucks. Eventually, CSM
Stockton led the remaining fuel HEMMTs to us by odometer and

compass. We were using radios and flares to bring him to us.
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Time was critical. LT Thompson departed with the empty HEMMTs
to refuel them. We wasted two of our three hours just getting
the fuel. COL Moreno was ready to move. I told him I needed
more time.

COL Moreno then chose to refuel his own Command Group
vehicles off our HEMMTs and went to the one company taking the
longest to refuel--B Co. He delayed us another twenty minutes
without realizing it. I was having a rough time. Few people
realize how long it takes to fuel up fifty—n%ne tanks through
four gas caps. Fuel transfer pumps and lack of replacement

pumps continued to haunt us.
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Statement by CPT Torrence, the ¢C Co Commander,
describing his company's actions on the night of 26
February 1991:

At 2100 hours on 26 February 1991, we continued
the attack at the left front flank. The company moved
out with fourteen tanks. C65 and C1l3 were moving
center of the company wedge because they had no night
fighting capability. During the move, we encountered
the combat trains of a forward unit and were split
from the base company. As we came around their
trains, we were forward of the formation. We headed
south to link-up again. In doing so, we over-shot our
main body and split the formation.

We had our XO with B Co after we separated. With
the help of the GPS, we finally linked up when the
formation stopped Jjust behind the FLOT. It was
approximately 0030 hours on the 27th of February.

When we moved again, we passed the FLOT, held by
some cavalry units, by two hundred meters. We
hurriedly backed up behind them and paused for about
a half hour. During this time, we were moved back to
our rear because we could not find the battalion
fuelers.

When we started moving again, B Co separated from
us by shifting to the south. In order to regain
contact, I moved forward to the right and destroyed a
BMP. When everyone saw the explosion, they had a
reference point to guide on. We quickly consolidated.
We held the line throughout the night and received
fuel around 0600 hours.

Statement by LT Corbo, the B Co XO, describing his
company's actions on 26 February 1991:

It was the third day of the ground war against

Iraq. The company spent most of the early morning
hours refueling and uploading with the new M900 series
sabot rounds. These were supposedly the "silver

bullets" to defeat the T72 tank. Approximately 0330
hours, we had an orders brief in the 1SG's HMMWV for
thé upcoming mission. We were to be on the brigade
left for the continued attack. About 0400 hours, we
collapsed our perimeter and prepared to move. The
moonless night made the use of night vision equipment
all but useless. The company attached orange-lensed
flashlights to the tanks to help aid in command and
control.
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The company uncoiled from its position in
standard order: 2nd Plt, 1lst Plt, 3rd Plt, and the HQ

tanks dispersed between the platoons. We made the
battalion SP of 0600 hours and moved to our staging
area. We "herringboned" [a stationary formation

dispersing the vehicles] in position at approximately
0615 hours and waited for further orders.

Around 0730 hours, we received a change to the
graphics. Another meeting was called to get all the
information to the platoons.

The battalion made its SP at 1108 hours, using a
box formation. B Co was on the right, tying into TF
3-37. The move was uneventful except for the
sandstorm, making visibility difficult with our right
flank unit.

As we were rolling through a hilly area, I
noticed the crew of B-31 bailed out of their tank. I
also noticed smoke coming from under the back deck
access plates. I ordered my driver to advance to B-
31. I grabbed my fire extinguisher and jumped to the
ground. I had SGT Reid re-mount the tank and traverse
the turret until the ammunition was away from the
fire. I pulled off the access plates and put out the
fire. I ordered the Platoon Leader to jump tanks, and
reported the location of the down vehicle.

I raced forward to re-join the company formation.
After about a half-hour, my tank [B65] went down with
a fuel problem; and three hundred meters away, B22
blew an engine. My gunner flagged down a fuel HEMMT
and topped off our fuel tanks. The driver re-set the
circuit breakers and we were able to move again. I
co-located with B22 and made radio contact with our
company. LT MacMullen was dispatched to my location
to guide me back into position.

At approximately 1720 hours, I rejoined B Co as
they finished refueling. We were able to do a quick
refuel, regain the formation, and continue with the
attack.

Because we were being pressed to continue our
movement, the company was unable to completely top
off. We continued to march until about 1800 hours.
We stopped to wait for our fuel assets to catch up
with us. We finished refueling completely at about
2045 hours and prepared to continue the mission.
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Fighting the Republican Guard
LT Thompsdn became lost. He had thirteen fuel HEMMTs with

him critical for our survival. He incorrectly induced the wrong
map sheet number in his GPS and eventually went eighty
kilometers off course, cross-country. I was stressed out over
fuel. It would be my most humbling experience of the war.
After twenty years of training, I could not fuel my battalion.
I was constantly pressuring MAJ Garrity, CPT Hall, CPT Clidas,
CSM Stockton, and anyone else within earshot. I was angry,
disappointed, and humbled by one miscalculation. Furthermore,
we did not realize the full degree of the error and was not

aware the situation would last over forty-eight hours.

Statement by CPT Beals, the A Co Commander, describing
his company's actions on the attack to the northeast
on 26 February 1991:

Aces [A Co] were set on PL New Jersey. our
mission was to move to a staging area back toward PL
Colorado. We moved out at 0500 hours in a dark and
foggy morning. Getting out of the defensive position
took about twenty minutes. It was too dark to locate
the position using the night vision goggles. We made
our move in a company column formation and pulled into
the staging area around 0600 hours.

A65 caught on fire as it passed the Command
Group. The call of "fire" went over the company net.
I pulled out of column and could see a six foot flame
shooting out from under A65. The crew began their
abandon tank drill and the #1 fire extinguisher shot
failed completely. The #2 shot did not put out the
fire. From the amount of flames shooting out of A65
and the failure of the main fire extinguisher and the
crew portables, I told the crew to stand away from the
fire. It took seventy-five percent of my company's
fire extinguishers to finally put out the fire. The
fire fighters were led by LTC Marlin, with the help of
SPC Steisel pulling out the V packs. Once we got the
V packs out, the fire was brought under control. I
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remember my MOPP suit was covered with thick black
soot after we finished with the fire.

We thought A65 would be easily fixed, but it

turned out to be a complete write-off. We cross-
leveled crews. The XO took A24 and we converted it to
secure radio nets. SFC Fernandez jumped to his

wingman's tank. SSG David K. Squire and the remainder
of A24's crew stayed with A65. We would not see them
again until we got back to Rear Assembly Area (RAA)
Huebner.

Around 1100 hours, we supported as the corps
reserve. We moved in a box formation with Certain [C
Co] in front of us and Death Dealer [D Co] to our
right. We expected an all-day attack.

PL Achen was a planned stop for maintenance. The
mission changed and we were told to refuel immediately
and be ready to move in twenty minutes--an
impossibility. As soon as we finished refueling, we
began to move again in the same formation for twenty-
five kilometers. This time we stopped again to
refuel. CSM Stockton brought the fuelers in around
1830 hours using flares and strobe lights. At 2000
hours, the fuelers arrived and we topped off again and
executed a little maintenance.

We 1lost our company trains during our second
move. The maintenance truck broke down and my Black
8 [Maintenance Sergeant] stopped to assist them. 1SG
Hurley was returning the fuelers. Bandaid's [Medical
Plt) M113 APC was broken and was not coming up again
soon. 1SG Hurley linked up with Ace 8 [SSG Glover]
and Ace Bandaid [SGT Leonard Hendrix]. I told 1SG
Hurley to pick up Black 8 [SSG Glover]) and follow on
to link-up with the company. SGT Hendrix called me
and said, "You mean you are going to leave me here all
alone with no guns!" I told him I would try to
recover them. If not, then he would be safe until the
BMO cleared the route. 1SG Hurley recovered him to a
friendly unit. By the time we moved to link-up, we
were more than one hundred kilometers from him and the
maintenance team. In our second refuel, we set in a
company line, platoons in column and topped off.
Hoping for some sleep, I heard LTC Marlin come over
the radio net to say we were going to launch again as
soon as we topped off.

On the night of 26 February, we started out for
a long night movement. The 1SG went back to recover
part of the trains. I would not see him again for
twenty-four hours. The company began moving Certain
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[C Co] with Death Dealer [D Co] to our right. The
company formation was platoons in column for better
command and control. The ADA Vulcans were behind me
in the middle of the formation. It was a 1long
movement, 1lasting until 0300 hours on 27 February
1991.

En route, we lost contact with Certain [C Co]
when another unit's combat trains passed in front of
us. We were guiding our movement by using the thermal
sights. We picked up what we thought was Certain [C
Co] and continued our move, only to find we were in
the Dauntless [TF 3-37] formation. I located where we
were by calling over the company net to get a number
from one of the tanks nearest us. Blue 1 ([3rd Plt]
called and told me it was number 53 on the side of the
tracks. I knew we had gone too far to the right. I
gave the orders to execute a U-turn and then we
shifted to the left. We passed our battalion trains
and I fixed our position from them. We executed a
right turn and linked back up with Death Dealer [D
Co]. A little later, Certain [C Co] passed through us
and resumed the lead.

There was a terrific fight in front of us. I
looked to the rear of a tank to our left front and we
were only twelve hundred meters from the front line
trace. I kept saying to my crew to be ready. When we
moved from here, we would be out in front and have to
clear the zone of the enemy. We sat there waiting,
but the word to launch never cane.

Later, the fuel status for the battalion hit
black [no fuel]. We would never launch the attack.
The command net was crackling with concern over fuel
status. At 0530 hours, I still had no contact with
1SG Hurley. I called my Blue 4 [3rd PSG] and told him
if 18G Hurley did not show up in thirty minutes, or we
did not contact him, then he was the new Black 7
[1SG]. We could not establish contact, and at 0600
hours, I pulled the Platoon Sergeant from 3rd Plt. I
talked to SFC Earl C. Gallow. I told him he was the
new 1SG and gave him three missions: get fuel for
everyone; rebuild a combat trains (at this point, the
combat trains consisted of a HMMWV); and, once
refueled, ensure the HEMMTs were handed off to the
Sapper [engineer] elements. I gave him A6 [HMMWV] and
we re-shuttled the crews in 3rd Plt. SGT Walter S.
Williams took command of A34. SSG Gaylon J. Lecuyer
assumed the job of the Platoon Sergeant. We refueled
and were set to launch the next attack on the morning
of 27 February.
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The next move through the dark was about fifty kilometers.
COL Moreno was visibly impressed. We handled ourselves in the
dark as well as we did in the daylight. We were in a box
formation, companies abreast, platoons in column. We came up on
the rear of 1st Bde's combat vehicles. We even passed through
their trains in the dark. D Co separated momentarily at one
point, but regained the initiative after about thirty minutes.
We were close enough to read the unit's bumper markings in front
of us.

They were attacking. I pulled the Scout Plt from the front
and dispatched them to our left flank for security. Explosions
were everywhere. The 1st Bde was in the attack and we were part
of it by our proximity. BOOM! CPT Torrence shot and killed a
BMP at four hundred meters. While there were no major tank
battles, singular engagements were sporadically executed
throughout the night. Several other engagements were shot, but
we were extremely careful about shooting because of the units in
front of us.

We finally stopped and provided overwatch at 0300 hours in
the morning. Nobody slept, and our fuel situation was critical.
We began working with TF 3-37 to take their remaining fuel and
attempted to»bring up our few remaining fuelers. My own tank
was on empty. Soldiers and leaders were working hard to make it

all happen, but it was a dark, scary, and a desperate situation.
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statement by CPT Wock, the D Co Commander, describing
his company's actions during the night attack of 26
February 1991:

At approximately 2100 hours, the battalion began
to pass through the field trains of some of 1st Bde's
units. They were in columns and passing from left to
right on an angle almost parallel to our axis of
advance. D Co was following B Co, as it linked into

TF 3-37 on our right. Two of these columns passed
between B Co and D Co. We slowed down to let them
pass. Rear echelon soldiers often get nervous when

tanks cut up their columns and we did not want to
cause an incident. Then we lost contact with B Co.

Once the trains passed, we sped up to re-
establish contact. In the meantime, TF 3-37 moved to
the left (north) and forced B Co to move left. When
we accelerated, we ran into the rearmost TF 3-37
tanks. We were unaware who they were until a short
halt later on. We closed enough to read their
tactical signs through night vision Ggoggles.
Listening to the battalion command .net, I was able to
determine what happened. We went into a column and
headed north.

After approximately two kilometers, we saw our
battalion vehicles, and actually passed in front of
them before looping around them and regaining our
position behind B Co and to the 1left of TF 3-37.
Shortly thereafter, the battalion continued east with
D Co in the correct position.

Statement by LT Ward, the Scout Plt Leader, describing
his platoon's actions during the night attack of 26
February 1991:

After refueling the BFVs and moving back out in
front of the battalion, I was given orders to move
along a series of CPs and to link-up with the rest of
1st Bde. We moved out immediately and linked up with
the trail elements of 1lst Bde. We continued movement

for some time. At approximately 0300 hours, 27
February, we were given instructions to set at one
grid location. We stayed in position for

approximately thirty minutes and I began to notice
their battalion's movement took them to the south and
past us.

I called LTC Marlin to receive information and

was told to move on the battalion's left flank to
serve as a flank screen. As I called the platoon with
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the FRAGO mission, I received answers from everyone
but HQ234. I realized, due to sheer exhaustion, the
crew had fallen into a slumber. I moved back to their
vehicle and got them back up on the net.

SSG Firestone moved out in the lead again. After
some time, we were linked back up with the battalion.
Fireballs to our front 1lit the sky as 1lst Bde moved
through the area. We heard over the net a BFV was
destroyed and the "pucker factor" rose another notch.

We finally worked our way onto the battalion's
flank and moved about three more kilometers before the
battalion stopped in place at approximately 0300
hours. We got some sleep and watched as the fireballs
continued to light up the sky.

Statement Dby LT Powers, the Mortar Plt Leader,
describing his platoon's actions during the night
attack of 26 February 1991:

After the last refuel around 2100 hours on the
26th, we moved behind Death Dealer [D Co] in platoon
column. We were doing fine just being able to keep up
with Death Dealer. Traveling at top speed in M106
Mortar Carriers, we were unable to keep up with the
battalion. Fortunately, the battalion had broken
contact with TF 3-37. The battalion went through a
trail element of another division. Ace [A Co] and
Death Dealer [D Co] went right and followed the
convoy. I did not know this and continued on my
course and fortunately found Battle [B Co]. I was
able to link~-up Death Dealer. We moved on until about
0300 hours. We waited until 0700 hours to move out
again.

Statement by CPT Bond, the Battalion Assistant 83,
describing the attack on 26 February 1991:

At 0800 hours, we copied the graphics issued the
night before on PL New Jersey. At 1120 hours, the TOC
moved out following the Mortar Plt. At 1630 hours, we
stopped in the vicinity of PL Cheb and began
refueling. Refueling was not complete when the
battalion was forced to continue to PL Harz. The TOC
was several kilometers from the Mortar Plt (the grid
location we believed they were at). We moved in their
direction and did not find them. I called the Mortar
Plt to get their new grid location and moved out to
link-up. In the meantime, the battalion began moving.
Within minutes, LTC Marlin directed the companies to
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increase their speed to twenty MPH. The TOC was
unable to keep up and arrived at PL Harz around 1815
hours, well behind the tank companies. We then waited
for the fuel to arrive.

Statement by CPT Clidas, the HHC Co Commander,
describing the movement of the battalion field trains
during the attack on 26 February 1991:

The field trains began their move with the BSA at
approximately 1200 hours, 26 February. The brigade
was attacking to the northeast, with the BSA following
in support. The movement continued throughout the
day.

At approximately 2000 hours, 26 February, the
Support Plt Leader and I convoyed thirteen fuelers
from the battalion's FARP, back to the BSA's new
location. These fuelers would refuel, then move back
to the combat trains. We arrived at the BSA at
approximately 2100 hours, 26 February 1991.

After refueling the thirteen fuelers, the Support
Platoon Leader, LT Thompson, told me he had the grid
location he was to return to. He received these grids
from CPT Hall. LT Thompson then departed from the BSA
with his thirteen fuelers, en route to the combat
trains. He never linked up with the combat trains.

He had not been given grid zone designators by CPT
Hall:; thus, the grids he had were incorrect.

ange o ssio

At 0630 hours, I reported to COL Moreno at the brigade
Command Group location with LTC Gross. We received instructions
to attack at 0730 hours. The map graphics were brief and no
real detail was provided on the enemy situation. I failed to
report the missing HEMMTs. I still was not aware of the extent
of the problem. It was 0715 hours as I re-mounted my tank. I
gave orders over the radio as I moved back to the front lines

and the battalion.
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As I drove through the area, A Co was still refueling. I
began moving with the battalion formation non-stop as I
approached from the rear. The time was 0730 hours. Daylight
was breaking. The fog was still with us. Commanders were
plotting their maps and punching in their GPS devices as they
were moving. There were destroyed vehicles and bodies
everywhere.

Our new mission was to pass through 1st Bde, LD at 0900
hours and continue the attack on the Republican Guard units to

our front.
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CHAPTER 11
G-DAY + 3 DAYS

27 FEBRUARY 1991

Continuing the Attack

A Co stopped refueling on the spot and started moving as
part of the formation. We clearly identified TF 3-37 on our
right flank. I instructed the lead companies, C and B Cos, to
guide on TF 3-37. They had the inside track and would make a
large turning movement to the southeast. A-and D Cos would
trail and complete the box formation. We had to travel about
fifteen to twenty kilometers to get to the LD being marked by
the presence of the 1lst Bde. We were to maké a forward passage
of lines with them.

As we progressed, we passed through burning vehicles,
bunkers, and dead bodies. The burning vehicles caused secondary
explosions and, because of this, we avoided getting too close to
them.

I remember one dead Iragi soldier on the ground. A bullet
had caved in his head and it looked like a deflated balloon on
the ground. I mention this only to amplify the psychological

impact on our soldiers with regard to the ugly side of the war.
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Destroyed Iragqgi vehicles burning from the
night's fighting. Many vehicles were re-
engaged to ensure they were not playing
dead.
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Wrong Direction

We moved forward at an ever-increasing pace. The battalion
was on the outside of the turn. We had the sensation of playing
"crack the whip" on an ice rink. The more TF 3-37 turned to the
south, the faster we had to travel to keep up and maintain the
formation. After six to eight kilometers, I sensed we were
making too hard a right turn. I began to notice my GPS was
confirming my worst fears. I jumped up and down in the turret
to look at my GPS. I called LTC Gross on the brigade net and
tactfully suggested he was heading too far south. He insisted
they had a good fix. I began doubting my GPS. I re-indexed the
data in an attempt to confirm my correct location. I called the
company commanders for readings from their GPS devices. 1 could
not confirm my location even with their help. We were moving =»
fast we were losing control of the formation. Eventually, I

broke off from TF 3-37 and halted the battalion.
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We almost made a complete circle through one Iragi Army
brigade position. As we moved, we continued to destroy
vehicles, mostly with thermite grenades. ' We made note of the
piles of ammunition and EPWs in the area waiting to be policed
up.

I had all the commanders punch in their GPSs and give me
their locations. I did the same. We had made two-thirds of a
complete circle and had no visual contact with TF 3-37. They
were on the inside of the track. I envisioned they had made a
complete circle and then reset their course for the LD. In
addition to being disoriented, we wasted precious fuel.

COL Moreno moved his Command Group to the LD and was asking
where we were. He called LTC Gross to find out where he was.
While he was busy speaking to LTC Gross, I set a new course for
the battalion. I called CPT Martin and asked if he had located
a satellite. I passed him a grid location to the northeast to
get us back on track. He took the lead with his company and the
rest of the battalion fell into the formation.

Statement by CPT Martin, B Co Commander, describing

his company's actions in the attack on 27 February

1991:

At 0730 hours on 27 February, we had orders to LD

and move out to pass through a forward element. Both

C Co and B Co were to lead a battalion box formation

and stay linked with TF 3-37 on our right flank. As

we moved out, it was quite easy to maintain contact

with TF 3-37 because we were traveling at a slow

speed. TF 3-37 was to be the brigade guide for all
movement.
Initially, we passed through several enemy

positions occupied by tanks and APCs in perfect
condition. Battalion did not allow us to destroy them
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with our main guns as there were friendly units to our
front.

We simply continued to march, on line, trying to
maintain contact with TF 3-37. Unfortunately, TF 3-37
kept turning right, in bold direction changes,
eventually resulting in the formation turning one
hundred eighty degrees and marching in the wrong
direction.

Next, LTC Marlin ordered my company to lead the
battalion south to a passage point. Time was of the
essence and we had to race our tanks to the passage.
For the sake of time, I took the lead in the company,
programmed the grid location into the GPS on the move,
and set my speed at twenty-five MPH.

Shortly thereafter, 3rd Plt ran into a bombed
ammunition complex with unexploded ordinance all over
the place. Two of 3rd Plt's tanks set off some of the
ordinance--minor damage. LTC Marlin was right behind
my tank asking me to speed up! I told him the
ordinance was posing a small problem for us. No
snivelling was the response.

I kicked the speed up to thirty MPH, kept it
there for twenty minutes or so, and looked to the
rear. To my amazement, the majority of the battalion
formation was still intact behind me.

We finally hit the passage point and went on line
once again trying to maintain contact with TF 3-37.
It seemed 1like a never-ending battle to maintain
contact because TF 3-37 would vary the direction of
their formation every two kilometers or so. We
pressed on and met our objective at about 1200 hours.
En route, we shot several bunkers and tanks and
captured a few EPWs who we discovered and sent to our
rear.

At our objective (actually a stop for fuel), we
waited for the lost fuel HEMMTs and prepared for
another move to Objective 1. We marched at 1400 hours
and ran into some mining areas where we had to move
forward in battalion column. Once we broke out of the
rough terrain, we established a battalion formation.

An order came over the net to continue to a lager
site. En route, we encountered two Iragis who decided
they wanted to stay in their fighting positions. Our
machine guns convinced them they should surrender. We
took and destroyed their weapons (B34) and pressed on.
For the next several hours, we drove toward the lager
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and waited for several changes of mission. We finally
settled down on 1line as part of a battalion
"horseshoe" and prepared for the mission of moving to
Objective 1.

Statement by CPT Torrence, C Co Commander, describing
his attack of 27 February 1991:

On the morning of 27 February 1991, the company
had two to three desperately needed hours of sleep.
Around 0600 hours, we were told to SP at 0830 hours.
It changed to 0730 hours. We departed with thirteen
tanks in a company line formation with platoons in
column. C22's starter went out and we informed the
ALOC, who said they would police it up. (They never
did, and the crew sat in place for five days.)

As we hit the SP, we saw one, then two, then
numerous enemy vehicles. We were not allowed to shoot
or destroy them with main guns because the battalion
was afraid of fratricide. I finally let the crew of
C31 destroy a T72 tank because these were going to
pass directly in its line of fire.

After five kilometers of eastward movement, we
started to turn south. The X0 made numerous calls on
the battalion net to get the formation to turn back.
Finally, after doing a one hundred eighty degree
maneuver through a division-size defense, we cut away
from TF 3-37 and began to move at high speed to the
passage point.

During the "doughnut," C31 threw a track and the
1SG, with the maintenance team, went out in search of
additional track. While in place, €31 destroyed three
T55s, seven BMPs, and several trucks.

The move to the passage point was uneventful
except for the thirty MPH plus speed with the tanks
moving through difficult terrain. Finally, we linked
up at the passage point and moved to the front of the
division's formation. We then moved into a battalion
wedge formation of A, C, and B Cos. We moved another
twenty or so kilometers to the east. We refueled
after a one-hour stop. C65 and C12 had run out of
fuel, and C34 had thrown a track. We got Cl1l2 and Cé65
topped off. €31, with 1SG Macasio, caught up by the
time we moved again.

As we pulled out of the refuel site, we engaged
three T55s in keyhole positions. We were chastised
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for engaging because of the proximity of TF 3-37 on
the other side of the twenty foot berm.

After moving through an enormous mining site with
thirty foot drop-off points and numerous berms and
holes, we emerged onto flat ground. We saw twenty to
thirty burning vehicles to the north and east. We
moved to and through these vehicles, destroying
another four or five T59 tanks and numerous trucks.
During this engagement (at dusk), we received fire
from a sniper team who quickly abandoned its hole
after being engaged by machine gun fire. They bounced
from tank to tank trying to surrender, but we could
not stop, so we waved them back to the west.

At night we stopped in formation and waited for
further instructions. Finally, around 0200 hours, we
were ordered to move to an AA five kilometers to the
southwest. One-half of the company moved to get fuel
from the battalion fuel point. The fuelers were not
at the reported site and the X0 and 1SG wandered

around trying to find some fuel. During their
movements, 1SG's APC hit a bomb crater and needed to
be recovered. The XO ran out of fuel. (His fuel

pumps were out and could not be replaced due to the
total lack of any Class IX parts.) I led the rest of
the company to the new AA and arrived around 0230
hours. The 1SG was successful 1in getting an
additional two fuel HEMMTs and refueled the company
around 0400-0500 hours.
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Diagram #33. Attacking Through the Quarry.
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Eventually, I heard from COL Moreno. We were behind
schedule and not anywhere in sight of the LD. COL Moreno was
upset. He wanted to know where I was. I hesitated because I
was not sure. We learned later a major contributing factor was
the lack of satellite availability between the hours of 0700 and
0900 hours. This caused us to receive incorrect readings on our
GPSs and caused some of the confusion. It also highlighted our
reliance on the GPS for navigation and command and control. The
grid location I gave CPT Martin to the northeast was a random
grid. I had to get the formation back together and get us out
of the area. The grid was too far to the northeast.

I changed our direction again and we headed for the LD. We
were easily thirty minutes behind schedule. For this LD, we
should have been thirty minutes early. I kept pushing the
battalion to go faster. TF 3-37 finally reached the LD and COL
Moreno's comments were solely directed at us. We were traveling
about thirty to thirty-five MPH. I can still remember tanks
with plows almost flying through the air as they hit small berms
and rough spots on the terrain.

We traveled into the Wadi Al Batin area. Only during the
last ten kilometers was I assured we had good GPS readings and
were back on track. We were going so fast we ran right into TF
3-37 waiting for us on the LD. COL Moreno adjusted our LD with

division and we just made it. The time was 0930 hours.
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Statement by LT Ward, the Scout Plt Leader, describing
his platoon's actions in the attack on 27 February
1991:

On the morning of 27 February, the crews awoke to
a world of destruction. Destroyed Iraqi vehicles were
everywhere. We did not have long to recover from the
night before word came down for movement at 0700
hours.

I received instructions to remain on my left
flank screen mission. We moved out with A Co on our
right and found ourselves moving through an area of
mass destruction. Even more appalling was many of the
Iragi armored vehicles appeared untouched. We kept
reporting the vehicles wup but never received
permission to fire due to 1lst Bde being to our front.

On the movement through, SSG Hart spotted a
vehicle with a dismounting soldier jumping out of the
cab with an AK47. Seeing the troop with the weapon,
SSG Hart made the decision to kill the soldier before
the unprotected rear trains passed.

We continued movement on the brigade's circle
exercise (or rather the "deception" plan), and finally
passed through 1st Bde. After passing through, we
were told no friendly units should be in our area and
we were in a “"free fire" zone. About ten kilometers
from us, I spotted "enemy" vehicles to our north. I
called them in and received confirmation there were no
friendlies in the area. While preparing to engage,
the platoon noticed the vehicles were, in fact, a
friendly artillery unit. I was thankful we did not
engage themn.

We continued the movement on the flank through
the wadi and stopped to take weapons from
approximately ten prisoners. We finally made it
through the wadi and made a stop for fuel. After
approximately one hour, the fuel arrived and the
platoon was sent to the west of the battalion.

We went approximately ten kilometers through a
quarry area when sabot rounds started flying around
us. We found out later C Co fired upon several tanks.
LTC Marlin put an immediate stop to the firing and
instructed us to hold in place until the battalion
caught up with us. We continued to move on the
battalion's left flank through the gquarry. After the
battalion caught up with us, we moved through many
EPWs and destroyed vehicles and finally stopped for
the evening.
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The platoon was instructed to set up an AA,
refuel, and prepare to move to Objective 1. We
executed these missions and got some people the first
bit of rest they had received in four days.

Entering the Wadi Al Batin
We passed through the 1lst Bde. Now everything to our front

was the enemy. We slowed to five MPH and regained control of
all of our formations, and I acquired the status of the rest of
the vehicles in the baitalion. Apparently, the semi-circle only
affected the tank companies. We were moving so fast the TOC and
combat trains could not keep up anyway. They had not fallen
behind at all. We picked them up as we passed back through the
second time around. Just as I re-emphasized the ROE for targets
to our front, the 1st Bde TOC group, led by CSM Milling, passed
perpendicular to our entire front in column, moving to the
south.

The terrain changed from perfectly flat to rolling hills
and large dunes. Visibility along the terrain ranged from five
hundred meters to three thousand meters. However, the worst
effect was on the formation because of the visibility laterally.
I kept the Scout Plt on the left flank and we continued to move
abreast of TF 3-37 through the broken terrain. A few suspected
targets were engaged as we moved through the area. I Kkept the
Command Group behind B Co so I could keep an eye on TF 3-37 at

the same time.
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critical Fuel Situation

We traveled about sixty kilometers when we hit a very rough

area of terrain. The area was heavily bunkered and resembled a

quarry. Dirt and sand mounds were everywhere and it was
extremely difficult to control the battalion's movement. LT
Wiser's Tank Platoon destroyed several tanks in this area. I

lost visual contact with three of the tank companies and moved
too far forward. I doubled back to join them. The time was
1300 hours. We were almost out of fuel. As I came around a
bend and linked up with A and C Cos, I saw most of the 1st Bde
in addition to TF 3-37 to the south. The entire area was
saturated with berms, dikes, and rolling terrain. The area had
been bombed and this contributed to the difficulty of
maneuvering through the terrain. I reported my fuel situation

to COL Moreno. He managed to scrounge fuel from other units.

Statement by CPT Clidas, the HHC Co Commander,
describing his efforts and the efforts of other key
leaders attempting to get fuel to the battalion on 27
February 1991:

At approximately 0700 hours on 27 February, the
BSA began to move forward again. As the SP
approached, it became more obvious to us the thirteen
fuelers from the Support Plt never linked up with the
battalion. Up until 0600 hours, we assumed they were
merely late, or at the wrong location. All attempts
to raise the LT Thompson leader on the administrative
and logistics or command net were futile. As we began
to road march forward, we searched both left and right
of the route for any sign of the missing fuelers.

We arrived at the new BSA site at approximately
1100 hours. This new site was approximately thirty
miles behind the 1lead elements of the rapidly
advancing 